
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Alba United Methodist Church 
PO Box 136 
5991 Alba Highway 
Alba, MI  49611 
Sunday Service @ 9:30am 
 

Ad Board Meeting - 1st Wednesday of month 
 
Mancelona United Methodist Church 
PO Box 301 
117 E. Hinman Street 
Mancelona, MI  49659 
231.587.8461 
Sunday Christian Education @ 9:30am 
Sunday Service @ 11:00am 
 

Ad Council Meeting - 2nd Monday of month 
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Anniversaries 
 

Alba 

Don &Teena  Blasko    May 2 

Jeremy & Grace Smith   June 6 

Robert & Cheryl Olds       June 10 

Scott & Penny Coon    June 17 

Jim & Michele Jewell    June 21 

 

Mancelona 

Brian & Diane Lirones    May 10 

Alex & Melissa Mandez-Holman  May 16 

Jennifer & Kyle Toms    June 7 

Bob & Charlene Geer    June 17 

Sandy Churchill     June 20 

Jack & Beth McKaig    June 22 

Pastors Todd & Noreen Shafer  June 26 
 

 



Mountain-Moving Faith 

Matthew 21:21 

21 And Jesus answered them, ñTruly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you 

will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 

óBe taken up and thrown into the sea,ô it will happen. (ESV) 

A small congregation in the foothills of the Great Smokies built a new sanctuary on a 

piece of land willed to them by a church member. Ten days before the new church was to 

open, the local building inspector informed the pastor that the parking lot was inadequate for the size of the 

building. Until the church doubled the size of the parking lot, they would not be able to use the new sanctuary. 

Unfortunately, the church with its undersized parking lot had used every inch of their land except for the 

mountain against which it had been built. In order to build more parking spaces, they would have to move the 

mountain out of the back yard. 

Undaunted, the pastor announced the next Sunday morning that he would meet that evening with all members 

who had "mountain moving faith." They would hold a prayer session asking God to remove the mountain from 

the back yard and to somehow provide enough money to have it paved and painted before the scheduled 

opening dedication service the following week.  

At the appointed time, 24 of the congregation's 300 members assembled for prayer. They prayed for nearly 

three hours. At ten o'clock the pastor said the final "Amen." "We'll open next Sunday as scheduled," he assured 

everyone. "God has never let us down before, and I believe He will be faithful this time too." 

The next morning, as he was working in his study, there came a loud knock at the pastor's door. When he called, 

"Come in," a rough looking construction foreman appeared, removing his hard hat as he entered. 

"Excuse me, Reverend. I'm from Acme Construction Company over in the next county. We're building a huge 

new shopping mall over there and we need some fill dirt. Would you be willing to sell us a chunk of that 

mountain behind the church? We'll pay you for the dirt we remove and pave all the exposed area free of charge, 

if we can have it right away. We can't do anything else until we get the dirt in and allow it to settle properly." 

The little church was dedicated the next Sunday as originally planned and there were far more members with 

"mountain moving faith" on opening Sunday than there had been the previous week! 

In the past few months I have seen both Mancelona and Alba UMC growing more in their faith than Iôve seen in 

the past almost six years. I have been in prayer that we would see the potential as to what God can do as long as 

we let God steer the ship.  We have learned to not have so much control in what we are doing.  The power 

struggles are diminishing. And we are moving forward as Godôs Church, the body of Christ.  We are reaching 

out into our communities more and more, and have been more intentional at welcoming others to participate in 

our worship experiences, community meals, working with our local schools and fire departments.  It is because 

of your faith and continued prayers that have lead us to this point.  I say thank you, Mancelona & Alba, for 

letting me be a part of the Mountain-Moving journey.  Wherever God leads us nexté I pray you will all trust 

and have faith that we are heading in the right direction. 

Peace, Pastor Todd 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

άL ǿŀǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŘ ƳŜΣ -- a stranger and you welcomed 

meτά  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΣ ǾΦорΦ 

Change is in the air at our weekly meal!  A big change is the new dish sanitizer and the modifications made 

to the kitchen to accommodate it.  We are all learning new ways to work.  With the dish sanitizer we can 

now use real dishes instead of disposable products.  This will save considerable money for us.  From July of 

2015 thru January on 2016 we spent nearly $600.00 on disposable items. 

Lou Patton, our wonderful kitchen helper, who comes every Tuesday, ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

new dishwasher.  Lou, John Starner, who joins us Tuesday on his way home from work in Gaylord, and 

Jackie Humphrey, have formed an efficient team and have the dishes cleaned and put away in record time. 

We welcome two nŜǿ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ  .ŜǾŜǊƭȅ tǊƛǘǘƭŜΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƭŜ 

{ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǘƘǿŀȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  .ŜǾŜǊƭȅΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

up on the 5th Tuesdays.  St Matthew volunteers have also been helping out with serving and cleanup other 

ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  5ŀƭŜΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƳŜŀƭΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Many hands make light work.  I am grateful for others in our church family will be taking some of the tasks I 

have been doing.  Brenda Lockman will be doing our Gordon Food shopping and keeping the storeroom 

stocked with staple items.  Sandy Neumann will be our Manna shopper. 

Jackie Humphrey is now collecting our record keeping meal forms and reporting those numbers to the Food 

Coalition and Manna Food Project.  Gerri Deater, who arranged for the weekly milk donation from Family 

Fare, will be picking up the milk each week.  No more hunting for the gift card they provide us.  Patti 

Dykhouse continues to meet Food Rescue each Tuesday and also picks up the wonderful donated bread 

ŦǊƻƳ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅΩǎ /ŀŦŞΦ   

Mike Allen continues to represent us at the Food Coalition monthly meetings and Rhonda Allen continues 

to keep track of our funds. 

As you can see, there is much more to keeping our community meal going than what is seen every Tuesday 

when cooking teams gather to prepare a meal for 50 to 90 some people!  I truly appreciate the work of 

ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

A special thanks to Ellen Whitehead who arranged for David Lawston to be with us this past Tuesday.  Our 

ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ōƻǘƘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ 

ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ tŀǘǘƛΩǎ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ. 

Jeanette Hayes, for C M Coordinating Team. 



 

Mancelona Clean-up Day and Labyrinth Build 
 
 

  When: Saturday, May 21, 2016 
  Time: 9:00 AM to 12 noon 
  Where: Railroad Park, Cran Park, Church 
  What: Clean-up, Labyrinth Build, Outreach! 
 
Itôs that time of year again!  Mancelona Clean-up Day is coming up soon, and we need lots and lots of helping 
hands from our church.  Sandy Bockhorst, President of Mancelona Matters, is taking over the leadership of this 
event; but our church is playing a very active role.  This is a major outreach for our church, so please come 
and help. 
 
Our church family will be providing lunch at 12 noon back at the pavilion. This is where we will need lots of 
helping hands to cook hot dogs, make side dishes or desserts, serve, and clean-up lunch.  We are also 
heading up the building of a labyrinth at Cran Park.  We could also use some help with this project as well.  
Most of the pre-work will be done before May 21, but on that day we will be spreading bark chips, placing 
stones for the pathways, and planting flowers.  We will also be sprucing up our own church grounds and 
Memorial Garden clean-up. 
 
Please consider helping in one of the following ways: 
 

¶ We need rocks.  Please see Ellen if you have field stones to donate. 

¶ Help load bark chips on May 16. (Meeting at the Allenôs home at 10 AM.) 

¶ Need lots of helpers for lunch.  Be at the pavilion by 11:15 to help set up and cook hot dogs. 

¶ Let us borrow your grill (we could use two). 

¶ Serve lunch at 12 noon. 

¶ Make side dishes or desserts. 

¶ Come to Cran Park to help with the labyrinth build.  We should be there around 9:30 AM. 

¶ Sign-up to help spruce up our church grounds and Memorial Garden 

¶ Pray for good weather and ways we can spread our Christian love on this day! 
 
Note: We no longer need pine needles as we were able to get free bark chips! 
 
Please contact Ellen if you can help.  There are many opportunities.  If you cannot do some of the physical 
work, you can help in other ways as noted above. Thank you so much for your willingness to help us on this 
day of outreach! 
 

  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Art Biehl May 18 

Donna Simons   May 20 

Christian Marcus   May 22 

Yvonne Olds  June 9 

June Borst  June 17 

Mitch Gates  June 18    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW 
 

At the end of February I was predicting one more month of winter. Well.... words to eat. I still have 
spring fever but we have had some beautiful teaser days. Spring is my favorite time of the year. 
 
March was a busy month for our UMW. The program for our March meeting was to "empty the 
treasury". Our mission gifts totaled $2600. We distributed to $700 to international organizations, 
$800 to national organizations, and $1,100 locally. It is gratifying to be able to fulfill this promise 
every year. Thanks also to Judy Cota for providing us with a delicious snack on such short notice. In 
April we shared enthusiasm for the new dishwashing system and kitchen renovation. Orchids to 
Laurie and Mike Allison-what a huge undertaking that was. Ellen Whitehead and Cindy McCulloch 
reported on the progress of the Labyrinth to be constructed during Mancelona Makeover Day on May 
21. Our program on Samaritan's Purse in April was presented by Brenda Lockman. We learned that 
the program includes nineteen different operations of which Operation Christmas Child is only one. 
Thanks to Sue Thomas for opening her home being our hostess. 
 
Join us on May 11 at the church at 1:00 pm for our next meeting. We are also looking forward to our 
June meeting on the 8th. We will meet at the church to carpool to the Dockside for lunch. Pray for a 
warm sunny day.  
 
 

 

Barry Moeke  May 1 

Shaylee White  May 2 

Denise Plakmeyer-Vliet  May 4 

Doris Felton  May 8 

Emily Nixon  May 11 

Jan Patterson  May 11 

Nate Derror              May 12  

Laurie Allison  May 18 

Elsa Brenner                 May 20 

Annemarie Rasor May 22 

 

Julia Tubacki June 1 

Jan Cummings June 3 

Devon Harvey June 9 

EJ Castle June 14 

Fred Laws June 14 

Ken Lockman June 14 

Mary Ann Petersen June 18 

Chris Derror June 22 

Lori Derror        June 24 

Bob Humphrey June  30 

Mancelona Alba 

 



 

 

  

I have contacted Jerry and Ellen Cook to see if they would 
like to combine with our church for VBS this summer.  We 
will be having a meeting sometime in May to set up the 
dates for Vacation Bible School. 

PLANT YOUR GARDEN TODAY 

          First, plant 3 rows of peas: 
                   *Patience 
                   *Promptness 
                   *Prayer 
          Next, plant 3 rows of squash: 
                    *Squash gossip 
                    *Squash indifference 
                    *Squash criticism 
         Then, plant 3 rows of lettuce: 
                    *Let us be loyal 
                    *Let us be true to our obligations 
                    *Let us be unselfish 
        Finish, with 4 rows of turnips: 
                    *Turn up when needed 
                    *Turn up with a smile 
                    *Turn up with a vision 
                    *Turn up with determination  
 

News From Missions 

hǳǊ bŜǇŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нп ǿŀǎ нлнΦсуΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǊƴŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Tansen  Hospital. 

May 22ς Mancelona Food Pantry and Re-Sale Shop and the Community Light House.  This money will be divided 

between both Mancelona Food Pantries. 

June 26 ς Community Love Fund ς Our church set up this fund for the many needs in our own community at this 

difficult economic time and the increasing numbers of people coming to our church doors for help.  Money in this 

fund will be used by Pastor Todd at his discretion. 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻƴƎ ōƻƻƪ ά¢ƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ ²Ŝ {ƛƴƎέΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴΣ ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜΣ ōȅ 

ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜΤ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜέ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛs Community Love Fund.  As 

ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦέ 

News from the Trustees 

In the last newsletter I neglected to mention Les 

Cota who helped with shoveling last winter.  

Thanks, Les, you had some of the coldest and 

snowiest weather on your weeks!   

We have scheduled May 21 as a church clean-up 

day, in conjunction with SPROUT for the village.  

Ron Oyer has been busy repairing all the areas 

damaged by snowplowing over the winter.  

Thank you, Ron!  There may be a little raking that 

needs to be done.   I will have a summer lawn 

mowing sign-up sheet posted soon in the 

Narthex.  After numerous attempts to contact 

our pest control people, with no success, we 

have contacted Environmental Pest Control.  

They will be coming on May 23 to keep our 

mouse population under control and to hopefully 

get rid of the wasps in the bell tower.   

 



  

Finance 

For the first four months of 2016 I am happy to report that our income compared to 2015 is up by $909.  I can 
add to this increase about $1,300 of investment income that is late in arriving from the United Methodist 
foundation managers.  Expense for the four month period is down compared to 2015 by almost $1,200. At this 
time last year we were in the red by $4,100 (a hole which we never dug out of). Year-to-date we are $2,000 
negative.  Most of this will be cared for by the soon to arrive investment check. This leaves us with a true 
negative balance of -$700 for the first four months. 
 
With continued expense control and generosity I believe we can cover our expenses and remain viable. 
 
Best Regards, 
 

.Mike Allen 
Finance Chair 

 

Memorial Garden - Help Wanted 

It is that time of year again when the memorial garden is needing a little sprucing up to prepare it for the 
season ahead.  Now as the bulbs and shoots are popping out of the soil, it is a good time to assess the needs 
and overall health of the garden, and make changes and additions to what is planted.   

Because the garden hosts mostly perennial plants and bulbs they can, overtime become overgrown, so the 
plants may need some thinning out, and the bulbs divided.  Doing this will help the visual effect of the garden, 
and help the remaining plants and bulbs in the blooming process.  It is also a good time to feed the plants with 
some type of fertilizer made for that specific species of plant or bulb. 

For those of you who think you might like to lend a hand, or even adopt a section of the garden (there are 3 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜύΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ  ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǳǇƪŜŜǇ ƛǎ 
minimal since mulch has been applied to keep the moisture in the soil and to cut down on the weeds.  Now you 
may need to pull a weed now and then or cut back the spentflowers and stems when they die off, but that is 
pretty much it, unless you choose to do more.  If you are concerned about taking over a section by yourself, 
how about recruiting a friend to help? 

Working on the Memorial Garden is a fun and rewarding experience especially when you see it all come 

together, knowing you had a hand in the process.  Contact Kathy Johnson if you are willing to help with taking 

over a section, or sections or just want to help out once in a while.  We will probably plan on doing some of the 

ǳǇƪŜŜǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{twh¦¢ /ƭŜŀƴǳǇ 5ŀȅΩ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀȅΦ    

 



 

In the past few years participation in Labels for Education® has declined and as a result, Campbell has come to the very 

difficult  decision to wind down the LFE program. The good news is nothing changes this program year. There will be changes 

for next year's program starting August 1, 2016.  Balances will be available for withdrawal as long as items with the LFE logo 

are accepted; at least through August 1, 2017. An official withdrawal deadline will be forthcoming.  Please continue to save 

your labels from the following products.  When the new program is announced late this year, we will give you details on it.  The 

following products are still participating in Labels for Education: 

 
  

 

https://www.labelsforeducation.com/


CONNECT & ENCOURAGE &THRIVE  
.ǳǘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘΚ !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǘƻ trust if ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
heard of the One who can be trusted?  And how can they hear if nobody tells them?  And how is anyone going to tell 

them unless someone is sent to do it?  Romans 10:14 (MSG) 
 

Words from our DS Anita Hahn 
 
ά!ƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ¸ƻǳǊ bŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƻŎŜŀƴǎ ǊƛǎŜΣ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜΣ 
for I am Yours, and You are mine! (Oceans, chorus, Hillsong United 2012)  
 
άLŦ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ǎƘŀŎƪǎΦ  LŦ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ watchman might 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƴŀǇΦ  LǘΩǎ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊƛǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŘ ƭŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘ 
enjoys giviƴƎ ǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎΚέ  
                                                                                                                    Psalm 127:1-2 (MSG) 
 
¸ŜǇΣ LΩƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΗ  !ǎ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ article, I was given a gift of a day.  It was two weeks ago.  A 
meeting that I thought I had to be atτL ŘƛŘƴΩǘΗΗΗΗ  !ƴŘ L ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŘŀȅτŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ άǘƻ Řƻ ƭƛǎǘΣέ ǿŜƴǘ 
ƻƴΧ 
 
L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎΗέ  {ƻ ǿƘƻ ŀƳ I, Lord?  When 
are you going to love me, Lord? 
 
And why when God gives me the gift of a day, why do I think that God has given it to me to get my agenda done.  Maybe 
God was giving me that exact giftτthe gift of rest! 
 
So what keeps you from enjoying rest? 
--circumstancesτpersonal or work-related that require your attention 
--personal need for success 
--the work ethic that saysτƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ǝƻƴƴŀ Ŝŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ǿƻǊƪΗ 
--the inability to sit, for long 
--the to-do list (my dad always said that having something left undone gave good reason to get up the next day) 
--worry or fear of not accomplishing what you want/should/could do? 
 
²ŜΩǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ DƻŘτand to make a difference in the lives of othersτso that 
they might know Jesus!  Soτhow are you going to spend and budget your time so that you can enjoy the rest that God 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΚ  !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘτthank you for 
modeling it for the rest of us!  
 
LΩƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ άǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ  !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτevery 6 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ о ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ WǳƴŜ мф ǘƻ {Ŝpt 
5!  It will be a time that I can put down my phone, let go of emails and allow my calendar to just be filled with space.  
Would you believe that I could schedule all of my timeτevery minute of every dayτǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
midst of time, I learn again, what it means to rest.  And then once again to take on the pace that is reasonableτwith the 
ebb and flow of accomplishments and rest, unexpected events, and planned celebrations.   We do have a trip planned to 
Sydney, Australia so that we cŀƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳτōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΗ  
No more planningτoh yes, a wedding on Aug 6 and--Dear God help me to use this gift to renew my soul and spirit and 
to remember that my time is your time and that a frantic pace is not Your desire.   
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ  !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭƻǿ DƻŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜΧŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
gift of rest?  Maybe you could allow God to carry the worry and the fearτin the least-- the load would be lighter. 
 



ά!ƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΣ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀƪΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ŘƛǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻǊǊƻǿΣ ōŜ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΗ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ deep ŎǊƛŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎΧ/ƻƳŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƻƳŜΗέ  
(Kutless, All Who are Thirsty) 
 

God Bless! 

Anita K. Hahn  

 

YOUTH EVENTS  

June 10 -13                              West Michigan Annual Conference at Michigan State University if you d                                        

like to be a youth delegate, contact Judy Z or Anita Hahn, 231-383-5467  
 
August (TBD)                         BEACH BUMS GAME at Traverse City, District Youth Council 
 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS AND PEN PALS! 

It is time to get to know each other!  And the time is now. ñAnd they devoted themselves to the apostleôs 

teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking bread and to the prayers,ò Acts 2: 42. As we dream and prepare to 

become a Michigan Area Conference, there is some apprehension.  One thing that produces anxiety is not 

knowing each other.  Every district in the West Mi Conference has been paired with a district in the Detroit 

Conference.  The Grand Traverse District has been asked to begin building relationships with a church from the 

Marquette District.  Your pastor has been given the name of a Marquette District pastor so that they can make 

contact and in turn, find ways to help their congregations to get to know each other.   At Annual Conference, 

Friday night, your conference delegate and pastor will be invited to meet the delegate and pastor from the 

church you have built a relationship with over the coming months.  Itôs an exciting time to make new friends as 

we journey together. 

 

GENERAL CONFERENCEð 

**What is it all about and what how will decisions madeaffect ME? 

CADILLAC UMC  

Thursday, May 5, 2016 

6:30-8:00p.m. 

Lite refreshments shared 

Keynote:  Benton Heisler, Director of Connectional Ministries, West MI Annual Conference 
Come and join us as Benton Heisler shares with us what General Conference, Jurisdictional Conference and 

Annual Conference is all about.  And more importantly, weôll take a moment to look at legislation and issues 

that each of these bodies will address and talk about and how the decisions will affect the local church.  This 

year, ANNUAL CONFERENCE (June 8-13) is at Michigan State Universityðthis is our first year in this 

spaceðif you are a pastor or lay delegate, come and hear the things you need to know to be prepared!  This 

year, JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE (Peoria, IL, July 13-16) will be electing new bishops.  With our 

Bishop retiring, what does that mean for us?  And with GENERAL CONFERENCE (Oregon, May 10-20), just 

around the corner, come and find out how you can keep updated on the latest decisions made?  These and more 

questions will be answered.  

  

So General Conference is overðwhat decisions were made and how do they affect my church?  Weôve 

been invited to join Saginaw Bay District as we seek to  ñBring Grace to Tough ConversationsòJune 1, 

7:00 p.m. Grayling UMC 

 

 Any interested person is invited to attend one of two ñHoly Conferencingò events on the Saginaw Bay District. 

The purpose of this event is to discuss The United Methodist Churchôs position on homosexuality following 

General Conference. This will not be a time to advance an agenda or to convince someone of the rightness or 



wrongness of their position but rather to listen and speak to one another in a safe place. We believe Christians 

can discuss important issues without acrimonious debate. We will seek to better understand each other, even 

when we may never agree. 

  

Rev. Dr. Margie Crawford will be our facilitator for both events. They are: 

  

May 25 ï Vassar UMC, 7:00 to 9:00 pm. 

June 1 ï Grayling Michelson Memorial UMC, 7:00 to 9:00 pm. 

 

 

REGISTER, REGISTER, REGISTERðif you havenôt registered yet for Annual Conferenceðdo it, today! 

Design Team Listening Sessions Planned 

In June of 2015, Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey announced that the Detroit and West Michigan Annual 

Conferences voted overwhelmingly to create one single conference for the Michigan Area by 2019. This 

decision followed more than 2 years of listening sessions and area conversations on how the Michigan Area felt 

called by God to create disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   The vote also included a 

request that Bishop Deb create a Design Team to continue the work of listening and creating this ñnew thingò in 

Michigan.  Your ideas, questions, comments and concerns are needed to help move this important work 

forward.  Please email DesignTeam@MIareaUMC.org 

For more information,please visit:  http://design.michiganumc.org/ 

ALL ARE INVITED!  We encourage you to attend one of the scheduled Listening Sessions being held across 
the state. We are eager to hear your comments, concerns, and suggestions! 

¶ Thursday, April 28 6:30-8:30 pm at Memorial United Methodist Church, Gladstone, 1920 Lake Shore 
Drive Gladstone, Michigan 49837 (906) 428-9311; mumc@uplogon.com 

Missionary Itineration 
 

Greetings and Blessings in the name of Jesus Christ.  

A new missionary will be itinerating on the Conference this summer.  His name is Hyo-Won Park, and he is 

currently serving as a new church planter in St. Petersburg, Russia.  He will be on the District June 24, 25 and 

26, 2016.  We would like to have two churches host him each day.  Please discuss this with your mission teams 

and if you are interested in being one of the hosting churches, contact me with the date you are interested in, 

and I will send you a bio and further information regarding times and other requirements as they are developed.  

This is a unified effort with the other districts so we can minimize travel times.  Please give this prayerful 

consideration and let me know as soon possible. 

Blessings 

Mike Simon, Lake Ann UMC 

Church Phone: 231-275-7236 

Email: pastor.mike@lakeannumc.com 

 

Healing School 
Manistee UMC is hosting a Healing School in June and would like to extend invitations to all the Michigan 

Area churches. The healing school is a 4-1/2 day event which combines cognitive, spiritual and experiential 

components for all participants to learn about healing and experience the Healing Christ themselves. Flyer 

attached. For more info go to:http://events.michiganumc.org/event/kingdom-life-healing-ministries-manistee-

umc/ 
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